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Lord MAYOR 


Of the CITY of 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 

K 7 Hoſoever youchſafes to regd 
V the following Diſcourſe, m 
have juſt Reaſon to conclude that Your 
Lordſhips particular Command to have jt 
Printed, proceeds rather from Your 
being Pleas'd with the Subject rey 
than with the Skill of the Preacher in the 
management of it. However fince to per- 
ſwade and incourage men to be (Qutet and 
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Peaceable, ſeems to be a Deſign both 
Honeſt and at this tine Neceſſary to be 
undertaken, T ſhall be glad if at the Ex- 
pence of my own Reputation, I can prove 
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fo Happy as to afford an Hint to others to 
endeavour the ſame with greater Art and 
better Arguments :- but what need of ci- 
ther * ſince. Your! Lordſhip as well as the 
reſt of our- Governors, — 
our Fears and Fealouſtes, notwithſtanding 
the Secret Deſigns of ſome, and the Fatti. 
ous Spirits of others, have nevertheleſs by 
Your Wiſdom and Trudent managery of 
Afairs hitherto preſerved Peace amongſt 
us. That God will Bleſs Your Lordſh 
with the fame Succeſs for the future, and 
that during Your Lordſhips Government, 
no Contrivances of wicked and turbulent 
men,. upon what pretence ſoever, may. be 
able to diſturb the Quiet of this Great 
and Famous City: \ Is the Hearty 
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My Loxzp, 
\'...* » Your:Lordſhips 
I E | Very Humble Servant, 
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2 CHRON, XX. 17. 


Set your ſelves, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the 
Salvation of the Lord with you. 


HE Words are part of a meſlage 

f brought from God by the Prophet Ja- 
haziel to the people of Judah, when they 

were under dreadful apprehenſ1ons of being 
ruined by their enemies, and therefore may not 
be improper for our meditation in theſe dayes 
of trouble and danger, 1t by comparing our 
Condition with theirs we can make it evident 
that as our Circumſtances have been much alike, 
{o has our behaviour under them. As. for their 
circumſtances, if we look into the beginning of 
this Chapter, we ſhall find them to be bad enough, 
Moab and Ammon are up in Arms againſt them, 
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and the children of Mount Seir joyn the confe. 
deracy ; A vaſt Army is marching towards their | 
borders, and what could beexpected from ſuch 
an Idolatrons crew but the utter Ruine of their 
Church and State? It had without queltion 
not A little diſguited the Prieſts of Moloch that 
their Groves were cut down, and it had vex'd 
the Feſuirs of Baal-peor to ſec Fehoſaphat walk m 
the ſteps of his father Aſa; they were enraged 
to ſee the Reformation go on (till, and therefore 
that they might put a ſtop to the progreſs of ſo 
good a work, they relolv'd tocall in the aſſiſtance 
of a Foreign force, for having per{waded the 
Princes of Moab and Ammon that Jehyſaphat being 
a deſpiler of their Gods and Religion, a meer 
Heretick, he might lawfully be depoſed, and 
that nothing conld tend ſo much as his and his 
peoples deltruction to the advancement of the 
Catholick, which was Heathemſh cauſe, by 
their cunning artsand contrivances they at la't 
prevailed withthemand others to unite ina holy 
league againit him, And now who. can better 
deicribe the {ad diftractionof poor Judah than we 
our ſelves, who have been in as great fears of the 
| like deſtru&tion ? Were their Eltates & Fortunes, 
[| their Priviledges and Immumnies, their Lives 
|| and Liberties m- jeopardy, fo have Ours been ? 
| | Was the Religion of the True God in _ 


| | of being utterly aboliſhed amongſt them 2 Why, 
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the Heathen were about to have entred into our 
SanQtuary, and our Jeruſalem was like to have 
been made a heap of ſtones : Were they afraid 
of the Reltauration of Idols? who amongſt us 
has not dreaded the ſctting up agam of Pictures 
and Images,and having Bread and Waters made 
the objetsof Divine worſhip? W ere they afflicted 
to conlider that their children mull be facrihced 
in the Gre to Moloch? we our ſelves have had as 
dreadful apprehenſtons of more ſevere burn: 
ings: To enlarge the paralle! a little further; 
conlider that the enemies of Judab were fuck 
as had been much obliged by them; had re: 
ceived from them large tokens cf love and 
friendſhip, which makes Jehoſaphat in his prayer 
to God cry out; Behold how they read us, to 
come to caſt us out of thy poſſeſſion which thou haſt given 
us to inherit, And may not we with the ſame 
reaſon complain that it is not an open enemy 
who has done us the wrong, but they are our 
compamons, our own famitar friends,our cqun- 
trey-men, our relations who have intended us 
this great miſchief, Who haveliv'd with greater 
ſecurity and fatisfation than they have done ? 
Who have recerv'd more favours from our good 
Fehoſaphat ? and yet theſe are the men who Ply 
his and onrdeftruction, thefe arethey who take 
counſel together againſt the Lord and againſt 
his Anointed, In refpe& then of our preſent 
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lay open our Tranſgreſlions in the preſence of 


ermon pregcbe 


circumſtances you ſee the meſlage of the Pro. 
phet would be welcometous: But we can by 
no means pretend to deſerve it, unleſs in the ſe- 
cond place we make it appear, that as our con- 
dition is the ſame, 1ſo has. been our behaviour 
allo. How they behaved themſelves we read in 
the 3d and 4th verſes of this Chapter. And Jeho-. 
ſaphat ſeared and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, and pro- 
claimed a faſt throughout all Judah ; and Judah ga- 
thered themſelves together, to ask help of the Lord, even. 
out of all the Gities of Judah they came to ſeek. the 
Lord : and thus far we ſeemto have gone along 
with them, we have proclaimed Faſts as well as 
they, we have met publickly toinvoke God Al- 
mighty's prote&tion as well as they; but we are 
not to ſuppole this was all they did, they: rent 
their hearts as well as they did. their garments, 
they puton.Righteouſneſs as well as Sack-cloth 
and aſhes,. and they firmly purpos'd to- glorific 
God in their lives and converſations as well as in 
their Hymns and Praiſes; had not God known 
the lincerity of their hearts. and intentions he 
would never have worked ſo ſtrange a dclive- 
rance for them, nor can weever expect the like 
aſſiſtance unleſs our repentance prove as real 
as. theirs was. Has then. the ſenſe of God's ap- 
proaching judgments begot within uz a ſenſe of 
our {ins ? has the Diſcovery. of the Plot made us 
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Almighty God ? has the milery likely to happen 
to our Nation cauſed us heartily to bewail our 
iniquities in his light * has our inability to with- 
Rand the cunning devices of our enemies en- 
eaged us to make him our orly truſt and con- 
hdence ? has the puniſhments juſtly inflicted 
upon notoriou; Traitors taught us to mortifie 
our luſts and afte&tions? In a word have we al- 
ready begun to amend our lives, and are we: 
thoroughly reſolved to live ſoberly and virtuoully 
for the time tocome? We may then be bold to. 
make uſe of the words of the Prophet tor our 
comfort and conſolation, let us ſer our ſelves, let 
ur ſland flill, and we ſhall ſee the ſalvation of the 
Lord. 

From which words I ſhall raife. theſe three: 
Heads of diſcourſe. 


Firſt, That ſince our Enemies deſigns are: x; 
known to us, we ought to ſet our ſelves, that is, 
make what provilion we can againſt them.. 

Secondly, T hat having thug ſet our ſelves; we: 1; 
muſt then ſland Jli/h, that is, do nothing which: 
is unlawful, although it be for our own preſer- 
Vation. 

* Thirdly, T hat our Repentancebeing ſuppogd,. x xq_ 
and we. thus, ſetting our. ſelves, and thus ttand-- 
ig ſtill, have great reaſon to hope that, we. ſhall. 
fee the Salvation of the Lord; 
Erſt;, 


Firſt, Let us ſer our ſelves. Although nothing 
18 more certain than that God's Providence pre- 
{1des over all Humane affairs, and that nothing 
happens in the world but by his leave and per- 
miſſion; yet we are not to ſuppoſe that he has 
made us Rational creatures to no purpoſe, and 
that becauſe he has ſufficient power to do all 
thmgs, we ought therefore to do nothing our 
felves. By our underltandings we arc made 
capable of finding out Truth, and of making 
a diſtin&tion betwixt things good and evil, uſe- 
ful and unuſeful, and by our wills we are en- 
abled to make choice of ſuch means as ſeem 
fit and proper for our preſent circumſtances; and 
ſhall we make no ule of theſe moſt excellent Fa- 
culties, and ſhall we like the (lothful perfon in 
the Goſpel hide our Lord's Talent in a Napkin, 
and becauſe he is able, therefore conclude he 1s 
always willing to work Miracles for our preſer- 
vation? We confeſs that being hnite creatures 
weare not able to obtain any certainty about the 


event of things, becauſe through ignorance 


and prejudice we fometimes pitch upon ways 
that are improper for the effecting what we in- 
tended, at other times the means whereby. our 
defign is to be brought about may perchance 
be out of our power, or the circumſtances which 
are to be enquired into are ſo many and nume- 
rous 
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rous that we ſhall be apt through forgetfulneſs, 
want of ſufficient time and opportunity to let 
flip and take no notice of thoſe which are molt 
material and for our purpoſe. Beſides we are 
to remember that God has reſerved to himſelf a 
right of interpoling in all affairs, ſo that notwith- 
itanding all our art and cunning, notwithſtand- 
ig all things ſeem in a hopeful way, yet we can 
never be ſure they will happen as we would 
have them: becauſe it he thinks fit he can after 
fome hidden manner or perhaps molt unlikely 
way blaſtall our deligns, and bring things about 
contrary to our expeRation ; according to the 
words of the Wiſe man, Prov. 16.zer. 9. A mans 
heart deviſeth his way, but the Lord direfeth bis ſleps. 
We may ule much care and circumſpettion in 
the management of our affairs, but all in vain un- 
leſs God think ht to crown our endeavours with 
luccels. The conlideration of which things 
ought to baniſh out of our minds all manner of 
Pride or Self-conceit, engaging us more hearti- 
ly to beg his Aſſiſtance, and more firmly to rely 
upon him in all our undertakings and diltreſles : 
but it ought to be no argument for us to fit idle 
and inthe mean time believe that a bare relyance 
npon God im all our Rreights and difficulties: 
without any of our own endeavours, will be 
fufficient to bring us out of them : who would: 
not blame thoſe Manmers as fooliſh and abfurd. 
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whoin the midl(t of a violent ſtorm ſpent all their 
time 1n prayers but uſed no other means to pre- 
ſerve themſelves, . whereas had they been as in- 
duſtrious as they were devout, had they be- 
ſtirred themſelves as they ought to have done, 
they might have ſaved their ſhip and themſelves 
from ruine and deſtruftion. There 1s a natural 
connexion between cauſes and eftefts, and the 
ſame caule 1t circumſtances be 1n all reſpects alike, 
will always produce the ſame eftes; and lince 
there are many ways of bringing the ſame end 
to pals, if we uſe care and indultry nothing is 
more probable than that we ſhall Iight upon ſome 
of them , neither will God interpoſe or go about 
to diſappoint us when we act according to the 
diRates ot that reaſon which he has implanted in 
our minds, unleſs it be for the ſake of his own 
glory, our good, or the good of others, It is 
not the manner of a Being infinitely Perfect to 
act Arbitrarily, neither would it be agreeable to 
his Divine goodneſs, to hinder without any rea. 
ſon the ſucceſs of ſuch means as he himſelf has 
appointed for the accompliſhing any delign : 
and therefore we obſerve that evil men by being 
diligent and active prove often ſucceſsful, and 
that on the other hand, a good caulc is frequent- 
ly ſpoiled by the ill management of thoſe who 
undertake it; ſo that if we expect any extraor- 
dinary afſiltance from God, we mult be care- 
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fully employ'd in the uſe of ſuch ordinary means 
as are afforded us. What thoſe means are it 
will be hard to determine, {1nce all mens circum- 
ſtances are not alike ; but to ſay ſomething 1n 
general, we ought to learn wiſdom from our 
enemies, and {{ince* they are ſo mtent upon the 
ruine of the beſt Church, and belt conttituted 
Government in the world, it behoves us to be 
as active 1n the Defence of them ;- we ſee by their 
reltleſneſs and importunity how far they have 
prevaild, and (hall we f{il! bz aileep, and con- 
tinue to expreſs'more indificrency m the behalf 
of a Good Cauſe, than they have done Zeal for 
the ſake of a Bad one? How firmly are they 
united as one man 'again{t us? and yet ( what 
I grieve to mention) we ſeem never to have 
been more divided amonelt our elves : the Na- 
tion ( God bethanked ) 1s ſo far awakened that 
we need not fear at preſent either a Maſlacre or 
an Invaſion, but I am afraid they will atlaſt un- 
do us by our own Tealoulies; {ance they find 
themſelves unlikely to prevail by any open force, 
their main deſign will be by fomenting differen- 
ces to hinder any ſettlement amongſt us,& unleſs 
we be aware of ſuch their deviliſh practices, un- 
els by a irm union one with another we - ſet our 
ſelres againſt them, they will in a ſhort time ſet 
us together by the Ears. What advantages of 
doing this they have, none can be ignorant who 
| RT 
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have heard of their ſeveral Diſguiſes under 


which they x. agrk and how handſomly they | 


can comply with the humour of any party for 
the advancement of their own intere(t; what 
more eaſ1e than for them to in{inuate into the 
minds of thoſe who have long ſtnce been dil: 
afteted tothe Church and Government,that the 
Plot goes on ſtill, that the Papi/is have at preſent 
the management of the chiefelt affairs, and that 
all the Clergy of Englandare Abettors of Popery 
and Arbitrary Government; whilſt on the 


t 
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other hand they tell ſuch whom they find Zea- 


lous for the Eſtabliſhed Religion, Loyal to their 
King, and hearty Lovers of their Countrey, 
that the Presbyterians have begun. to play their 
old game, and that all the Separatiſts have 


| 
| 
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club'd together to rout out Epilcopacy, and to 
ſubvert Monarchy ; towhich Infinuations if we = 
add the number of Scandalous Pamphlets and 


Libels lately printed, of whichit 5much ſuſpeſt- 
ed the Jeſuits, or thoſe who own: as bad prifc1- 
ples have been the Authors, what can be |le(s 
expected than that the Credulous multitude 
ſhould entertain ſtrange apprehenſ1ons of things, 
and that they who are the molt Ignorant ſhould 
become the moſt ſuſpicious one of another ? 
TheRelult of all. which will be this, that Cha- 
rity and brotherly affetion will abate, on the 
contrary. Heats and Animolities arife daily, and 
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Ey by a continual quarrel of Proteſtants with Pro- 
or teſtants, and the earneſt friving of each Party | 
"at to advance it ſelf rather than the common in- 
he tereſt of the Nation, the Papiſis will obtain the 
iſ- orcateſt advantage, which if we conſider their 
he preſent circumſtances, they can at this time ei- 
nt ther defire or wiſh for : So that if we have any 
at real concetn for the welfare of our Country it 
ry ſeemsto be the preſent duty of us all to ſtrive 
he tocompole all difterences,and according to the 
a- Apoltles advice , to endeavour as much as in 
1 us lies Peace with all men. Let us not any 
y, longer be governed by Prejudice or Paſſion, 
ir bur let us be willing to comply with any thing 
7e which is not tnlawful, if it tends to the ad- 
oO vantage of the Nation in general, although per- 
'& haps it isnot fo agreeable to our private intereſt 
d orparticular opinion; ler all malice and anger 
:- be baniſhed ſromamongſt us, and let us be wil- 
1- ling rather to hide than difcloſe our mutual in- 
5s firmities : Let us not give credit to thoſe many 
e idleſtories which we every day meet with, they 
s beingraiſed on purpoſe to amuſe us and beget 
d within our minds diſtruſt each man of his 
? neighbour: Let us candidly interpret the a&t- 
- ons of our Governours, and be always inſtant 
C With God in Prayer, that he would direct and 
{ blefs them in all their undertakings; and being 
y . honeſtly buficd in that ſtation wherein we are 
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placed, let us with patience and humility expect 
| the event of things; but above all let us be 
! careful that no argument whatſoever, not the 
| malice and wickedneſs of our enemies, nor our 
own preſervation it ſelf ever per{wade usto act 
any thing which 1s either contrary to the Laws 
of God or man : which 1s my ſecond head of 
Diſcourſe, contained in thoſe words, Let us ſtand 
fill. 

I am not 1gnorant what great influence the 
| | principle of Self-preſervation has upon all our 
li actions, and did we ſeriouſly con{1der it with 
| relation to another life, nothing could be of 
I! greater uſe to make us Religious and good. Had 
l| we but an eye to thoſe things which will be 
It hereafter, did weinall our undertakings act no- 
I thing but what would tend to our well-being 
1 in another world, we could never do amiſs in 
| | this, God having made our duty to be our in- 
ll tereſt, never requiring any thing to be performed 
| by us which helps not forward and promotes 
I oureternal happineſs : But our great miſtake is 
[ll that we dote too much upon theſe preſent en- 
[ll joyments, and are too fond of the things of this 
| world, by which means it comes to paſs that we 
| | ftretch this principle of preſervation too far, and 
l| are often apt to conclude, that whatſoever ſeems 
ll] fit and proper to work our preſent ſecurity, 

| this we may lawfully and with a faic conſcience 


before the Lord Mayor. | 
do. Now axhouga our, prefent danger may 


ſeem great enough, although Life, Fortunes 
and Religion ſhould appear all to be at ſtake, 
and we can imagine within our ſelves, that it 
ſuch and ſuch courſes were made ule of we 
might perhaps eſcape; yet that we ought never- 
theleſs toitand (till, and make uſe of no means 
but ſuch as are Honeſt and Lawful, I ſhall en- 
dzavour to evince from theſe following Conl1- 
derations. 
1. Conhider, that by doing any unlawſul 
action we deprive our ſelves of God's care and 
rotetion. His Providence as has been already 


hinted prelides over all things, In him we live and 43.17.28 
move and have our being. In hu hand is the 5612.16 


ſoul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind, 


and therefore we ought to be ſo. wile as to con- 
tend tor nothing more earneſtly than to. make 


him our friend ; For if he be mm our fide we need-not 7/1186. 


fear what man can dv unto us, but on the other hand. 


unleſs the Lord keep the City the watch-man. waketh but 27, 127. 1. 


in vain; Now how can we hope to obtain his 
oood will and favour if we a contrary to thoſe 
Precepts which he has given us to be the rule'of 
all our actions? By doing any thing, which is 
unlawful we contemn his Authority, and (bake 
off that Allegiance which is due unto him, we 
are ingrateful for mercies received, we delpile 
his Wiſdom by preferring our own Sentumeats 

before 
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i before his dire&ions, we flight his Promiſes, and 
bid dehance to his Threats, and can we after 
all theſe affronts offer'd to an Almighty Being 
expect that he will appear on our behalf, or that, 
ſhould he fufter our preſent wickednels to ſuc- 
ceed as we would have it, he would not at one 
time or another take vengeance upon us and 
j uniſh us ſeverely either in this or another 
| world? We may pretend God's glory and the 
I! advancement of Religion, but this will be but 
h a lame excuſe to jultihe any diſorderly under. 
"Wi dertaking; nothing being more prxpolteraus 
| than to 1magine that True Religion may be 
il lawfully upheld by fin and wickedneſs, that 
'/, ** God and Belial may dwelltogether, and that the 
| glory of an infinite, pure and holy Being ought 
| to be advanced by the works of the Devil. He 
il hath ſet us our bounds which we are not to pals ; 
| | he hath ſhewn us what is good, and what doth 
Il the Lord require of us ( Mich. 6.8. ) and from 
I" his Precepts we may get underſtanding / Pſal. 
l;  5am.15, 119. 104. ) to hate every evil way. Obedi- 
il "*. ences better to him than Sacrifice, and he has 
I often puniſh'd thoſe who upon the moſt pious 
Ih pretences kave dared to engage in any wicked 
I action ; and therefore if we do the like we muſt 
fl reſolve to rely upon our own ſtrength,and expect 
Wit no afſiltance from him, but run the hazard of 
having all our projects defeated, and our moſt 
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ſecret and ( as we thought ) moſt wiſe Coun- 
fels brought to none effect : Nothing being leſs 
to be expected than that God, who perceives 
the vileneſs of our hearts, and ſees how ready 
weare to dwell upon the things of this life, and 
to prefer our preſent ſafety before Obedience to 
his lawvvs, wall for the vindication of his Honour 
and Authority inthe world, make us a. publick 
example, and by ſuffering us to be runed by 
our enemies, procure Glory to himſelf, but after: 
another manner than we mtended. 

2. Conſider, that nothing can bringa greater 
{candal upon that Religion we profeſs, than for 
us todoany thing which is unlawful, although 
it be for our own preſervation. All Sects and 
Parties do mn all their undertakings pretend 
Picty, neither have any made greater boalls of 
advancing the Glory of God and of propagating 
the Chriſtian Religion in its hugheſt degree of 
perfection thanthe Papiſis have done; but ourSa 
viour has given us ſuthcient caution uot to judge 
of men by their pretences but by their Actions: 
A good and bad Tree may fend forth branches 
alike, and both appear to. the eye comely, and 
the only way to make a diſtinction betwixt them 
is by the different Taſte of that fruit they bear; 
it being: impoſſible for a good tree 10 bring forth tues.4;. 
evil fruit, or for acorrupt tree ta bring forth good frufi. 
W.henſgever theretore we obſerve men to- be 
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Covetous and full of Ambition, to allow Su- 
perltition and Idolatry, to be Factors for Schiſna 
and Rebellion; when we fee them manage the 
tiring of Cities, endeavour to promote Tumuits, 
ſ{ubvert Monarchies, murder Kings, let them 
talk as much as they pleaſe ofthe glory of God, 
by their Fruits we know them ; they are Rave- 
nous Wolves in Sheeps clothing, they will ne- 
ver lcad : their followers into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, nor come thither themſelves. Now if 
ſuch a way of arguing againſt the Papiſis and ſuch 
like Pretenders to True Religion be juſt and 
equitable, what great care ought we to take that 
we do not give them occaſion to make uſe of the 
ſame againſt our ſelves: Welſce how they have 
mi{-repreſented all our actions, 'and what en- 
deavours they uſe to render odious to the world 
our molt jult proceedings, and that neceſlary 
provilzon we make for our own ſecurity; and 
therefore nothing could be a greater gratification 
to them at this time than to ſee us act any thing 
which 1s either contrary to that duty which we 
oweto God, or that Allegiance which; due to 
our Soveraign : What pleafure would they 
reap from an Inſurrection or popular tumult? 
Nether 1s it improbable but ſome of them would 
be glad that others of their Party ſuffer'd the 
ercatz(t injuries imaginable, even death it ſelf, 
it it were but effected after ſome manner that 
was 
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was irregular and forbidden by the laws. of 
juſtice and equity; for by this mcans- they 
would have juſt reafon to exclaim, againſt us; 
and to repreſent us to the world as Hypocrites 
and as men who had as little ſenſe of True Re- 
ligion as themſelves. The proper deſign of 
Chriſtanity is to render men kind and tender- 
hearted, full of mercy and compaſſion, for- 
bearing one another, forgiving one another , .to 
teach themto repreſs and ſubdue all luſts and 
affe&ions, to contemn the empty, pleaſures of a 
deceittal world, and to hunger and thirſt after 
True rightcouſneſs, to be meek and humble, 
ſubmiſſive to Government and always ready 
to pay honour where honour is due, to be - pa- 
tient and contented in all circumſtandes, 
and to be willing to endure the greateſt 
troubles and misfortunes for the ſake of Chritt 
rather than do any thing contrary to his Pre- 
cepts. This is the Religion of the Bleſled 
Jeſus, and they who profeſs to be of itand. yet 
dilol>ey it in any particular, both: render it con- 
temprible and themſelves vile and deſpiſed in the 
light of the world. In vain do we call our 
ſelves Proteltants if we live otherwile than be- 
comes True Chriſtians : Neither ſhall we ever 
be able to excuſe our ſelves either. to God or 
Man, if to keepout Popery, we are. not afraid 

D EE; wil- 
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wilfully to commit any fin or wickedneſs. Such 

x way of proceeding as it wonld o6fi the one 

| hand confirm the Proſelytes of Popery, and 
jj hinder them from renouncing their groſs ab- 
ſardities, ſo wonld it on the other hand harden 
the Atheilt in his looſe and debauich'd principles, 
Who with more boldneſs than formerly would 
| afert; that Religion was a trick of State, ſince 
Il! the moſt Zealous Profeſlots of it took ſolittle care 
I to obſerve its Precepts; and that Heaven and 
{| the pleaſures of another world were only Fable 
» and Romance, fince they who talk'd ſo much 
| of thein ( whether Papiſts or Proteſtants) had 
nevertheleſs ſuch a tender regard to the com- 

forts of this life, atid fo kind a reſpe& for their 

preſent Eſtates and Fortunes, that for the pre- 

ervation of theſe latter they did not ſcruple 

venturing the forfeiture of the former. It there- 

fore we have any kindneſs for that Religion we 

profeſs,if we would not make the name of Prote- 

ſtants as deſpicable as that of Papiſls; if we 

would {top the mouths of prophane men, and 

daily bring over Proſelytes to that Church 

| whereof we are members, let us keep within 
Ml thoſe bounds of Duty which are ſet us, and al- 
THE though our condition may appear deſperate, 
I let ths-reſolve not to uphold it by any other 
ann 'Theans than What are allowed-by God himſelf: 
[OL or His 
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His Glory will be ſooner advanced and True 
Religion better propagated by ſuffering wrong 
than doing wickedly.' And therefore: it was the 
conſtant practice of the Primitive Chriſtians 
to ſubmit 'to the molt cruel Tortures rather 
than by doing any unwarrantable a&ion ftrive 
to avoid them ; neither were there any more 
ſeverely cenſured amongit them than ſych who 
at any time-for fear of Perſecution warp'd tram 
their duty by.tamely complying with any Hea- 
theniſh cuſtom; nothing being more :Scanda- 
lous than for Religious Profetlors to be guilty 
of ſuch practiſes as are moſt manifeſtly repug- 
nant to:their own Principles, | 


3- Conhider, That to doevil, although for 
our own preſervation, inftead of procuring 
our Peace and Settlement would:bermoſt like- 
ly to unſettle and ruine us; for having once 
broken .down the fences .of Duty which' are 
plac'd about us, who can tell where weiſhall 
ſtop or abide-? Having allow'd our felves the 
liberty of doing one fantal a&tion we may eahi- 
ly be prompted on: to commit a. thouſand ; 
for the ſame pretences will juſtthe all {ins alike, 
and if: ſor. the ſake .of Religion -a tumult may 
lawfully be raiſed, a Rebellion alio may be ptb- 
moted : | Nothing -is more -.commendable than 
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for-us to be Zealouſly affetted in a Good Cauſe; 
and we are oblig'd whether we cat or drink, or 
whatſoever we do,to do all to the glory of God; 
but we ought to be careful that out of a Przpo- 
ſterous zcal tor God's Glory we don't advance 
Satans kingdome; that when we would (e- 
cure the Eitabliſhed Religion, we don't under- 
mineit; that when we would defend the pre- 
ſent Government, we are not led away by 
thoſe who would ſubvert it; that whilett we 
run from Popery, we don't run belide Chrittia- 
nity, and at laſt arrive at ruineand confulion, 


But why need I take much pains to recom- 
mend a duty not better known than pra&tiſed 
in thisplace- You have by your Prudence and 
moderation given the greatelt credit to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, that has been perhaps ſince the 
beginning of the Reformation. Your late moſt 
wile Behaviour may ſufficiently inſtru the 
world what -an advantage it 1s to have the 
liberty of reading the Bible, and how great a 
difference there 1s betwixt the Religion of Chri- 
Rians and that of Jeſuis; In thoſe countreys 


where Popery bears ſway, how many in cold 
bloud have been murder'd for refuling to com- 
- ply with Superſtition and Idolatry, and what 
| valt,numbers have been butcher'd by the Inqui- 


ſitors 
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fitors upon pretence of ſuch Conſpiracies of 


which they themſelves have been the Contrivers? | 
But You notwith[tanding the demonſtration of | 


a Flt, and as great Provocations as ever yet were 
heard of, have nevertheleſs, like ſober men and 
ood Chriſtians,hitherto ſtood {till: Your houſes 
have been hred about your ears, the murder of 
your Prince del1gned, , the ſubverſion of your 
Laws and Religion intended, and the utter ruine 
of You all almoſt compleated, and yet although 


itis manifeſt enough by what party all this has | 


been contriv'd, yet ſuch has been Your wiſdom 
that you have not run into any extravagance, 


nor been guilty of the leaſt outragious or tumul- 


tuous action: T houſands of yourenemies breath 
the ſame air with your ſelves, nor has any of 
them ſuffer'd the leaſt 1ury but what has been 
inflicted by the Publick juſtice of the Nation.God 
be praiſed that in a degenerate Age there has been 
found ſo much Meekneſs, Charity, and ſuch a 
due ſenſeof God and Religion. Ifever any of 


late came nigh the Primitive Chriſtians in reſpect 
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of this particular, You are the men, in that like : 


them amidſt the greateſt fears you remain im- 
moveable, and notwithſtanding the moſt dil- 
mal apprehenſ{1ons of imminent dangers have 


, hrmly reſolved according to the rule in the Gol: | 


- pel, not to doevil that good may come; what 
can 
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can 'be more plealing to God than for you to 

rhſtin theſame mind?.neither oughtſuch your 

haviour to/be-reckon'd the lealt argument why 
you may juſtly hope that God will take-yqu into 
his Care and ProteQion;that he will watch over 
this City day and night, that he will give his 
Angels-charge over you to keep youn all his 
Ways. | 


Having thus declared how-we are to {et our 
ſelves and why toftand fill, I comen the third 
-place -to ſhew, that Repentance aud Amend- 
-ment of -Life being ſuppos'd, we have all the 
reaſon in-the-world to hope that we:thall ſee the 
ſalvation of God. 

'For-eonſ1der in the fir{t-place, that although 
-we-be m-great danger, God hath nevertheleſs 


(4-49-22 !ſ\fficient power to fave and deliver us; He 
PO 7 


1 Chr,28. 


9: 
Pj. 89.9. 


-wholitsupon the- circles of- the earth, and: be- 
holds the: Inhabitants thereof as Grafhoppers, 
:He who: ſearcheth all mens hearts and under- 
:ſtandeth the imagmations of all their thoughts, 
-He who ruleth the raging of . the ſca and (Ulleth 
'the waves thereof when they ariſe, can ( if he 
"pleaſes ) amid{t our greateſt troubles and di- 
{trefles work. a deliverance: for us, and brin 

us-out of darkneſs and - the ſhadow of - death, 
and break allour bonds-in ſunder. Is our cne- 
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mics ſtrength and intereft great? he can lefſen 
it. Is their malice invererate? he can allwage 
it : Are their Plots arid Confpiracies carried 
on with much canmng and ſecretie? he can de- 
rect them: Are there amongſt us thofe who up- 
on the pretence of ftiend({hip, or of being ene- 
mies to Popery, adviſe things contrary to our 
reſervation ? he can confound the couyfels of 
fach Achitophels, and render inceRual their 
molt ſubtle contrivances : Would the life of our 
Soveraign contribute much to our preſervation? 
God can give him a long life as well as ſhorten 
their dayes who have been the promoters of his 
and our ruihe: If he thinks fit to appear in the 

behalf of his Anointed, his hand ſhall eſtabliſh ,,, ,.. 

him, and his arm ſhall Rrevgthen him ; the ene- 2:22 
my ſhall got exact upon him, nor the ſon of wick- 
ediieſs afflit him , he will beat down his foes 
before his face and plague them that hate him 
he will make him his firtt-born higher than the 
_— the earth. Would our ſafety much de- 
pend upon the prudence of thoſe to whom the 
managery of publick affairs 1s committed ? he 
can ſuggeſt to their minds wholſom and ſerious 
thoughts; he can inſpire them with afpirit of 
wiſdom and counſel ; he can encline them to 
Temperance and moderation, and beget 'with- 
| mn them fach a readineſs to comply one with 


another, 
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another, iuch a willingneſs to condeſcend in 
things indifferent and of lelfſer moment, that all 
prejudice and paſſion, all ſelf-1ntereſt and. delzre 
of revenge being laid aide, all quarrels and dit- 
terences compos'd, they ſhall unanimouſly con- 
ſpire together to promote the publick welfare; 
and by that means gain an opportunity of enact- 
ing ſuch good and wholſome Laws as may hin- 
der Popes aud Jeſuits notwithſtanding all their 
art and cunning from doing us at preſent any 
further miſchiet. And yet theſe arc but few of 
thoie methods which God can uſe for our de- 
liverance ; his Counlels being unſearchable, and 
his ways paſt finding out: and therefore upon 
this account we have no reaſon to deſpair, if by 
our hearty repentance and amendment of life, 
by turning from the evil of our ways, and re- 
turning to the Lord, we endeavour to procure 
his bleſſing and gracious providence towards us. 
And this will farther appear in the Second 
place, if we conſider, the delign of Gods ſend- 
ing Judgments upon any Nation. Nothing 1s 
more manifeſt from Scripture than that God 
doth not deſire the ruineof hnners; his frequent 
calls and invitations to Repentance, his many 
promiſes of mercy and forgiveneſs do ſufficient- 
ly teſtify his great unwillingneſs to puniſh offen- # 
ders, neither does he ever decree the final de- 
CMCC: {truction 
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itruction of any people unleſs he find an univer- 
ſal degeneracy among(t them, unleſs he obſerve 
a more than ordinary contempt of Religion and 
all manner of vertue, unleſs he perceive them to 
make a trade of {nning, to be obſtinate and in- 
corrigible notwithſtanding all means uſed to re- 
claim them; had there been Ten Righteous 
found in Sodom it had not been deſtroy'd ; had 
not the Jews fill'd up the meaſure of their Fathers 
miquity they might have been a Nation unto this 
day; Indeed if men will reſolve to be irreligious 
and prophane, if they will continue to abuſe 
merces conſer'd upon them, if they will perſiſt 
to neglect Cadena: and to (light his cor- 
rections, in ſuch a caſe it's high time that he ap- 
pear for the vindication of his honour, and that 
na moſt plentiful manner he pour upon then 
the Vials of his wrath which they have treaſur'd 
up to themſelves by their abominable and un: 
heard of provocations. But at other times Gods 
dealing ' ry with a nation 18 for other ends 
and purpoſes, to wit, to awaken them out of 
the Lethargie of fin, and to excite within them 
a ſober ſenſe of Duty and Religion, to make: 
them refle& upon their own actions, and attend: 
more ſeriouſly to the diftates of Reaſon and 
Conſcience, to try their: patience and humility, 


to wean them from the pleaſures and ſatisfactions 


- of 
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of this life, to ſhew them their own weakneſs 
and infirmities, and thereby engage them in all 
their diſtreſſes to rely upon him 4 favour and 
prote&ion. Thele areſome of thoſe ends which 
God propoſes to himſelt when he ſends his judge- 
ments into the world, and therefore we obſerve 
that upon a peoples repentance and amendment 
he has often either ſuſpended or at leaſt deferred 
thoſe puniſhments he intended to inflict upon 
them, and at other times hasle{len'd and remov'd 
thoſe which have been inflited ; ſo that our fafe- 
ty depends upon our own choice, and if we be 
ruin'd we may thank our ſelves; for if as was at 
firlt ſuppoſed we have behaved our ſelves under 
Gods correctionsas we ought to have done, if 
like the Iſraelites here in the Text we have ſtood 
before the Lord with fear and trembling, if with 
tears and faſtings we have loathed our ſelves in 
his Gght for our iniquities and for our abomina- 
tions, if we. have heartily prayed unto him for 
fuccour and relief, if we have made firm reſolu- 
tions of being for the future more juſt and honeſt, 
more chaſte and temperate, more religious and 
devout, more kind and charitable, more patient 
and humble, notwithitanding the greateſt tem- 
ptations, crolles, and afflitions which may hap- 
pen tous; zf in {hort the fear of Gods threat- 
ning have produced in us thoſe efftefts which 
20 : he 


before the Lord Mavox. 

he thereby intended, we ſhould ſin againſt his 
goodneſs and veracity ſhould we deſpair of ſafe- 
ty and deliverance, he having molt ſolemnly de- 
clared by his Prophet Jeremiah ( 18. 5. ) That 
at what inſtant he (hall ſpeak concerning a na- 
tion and concerning a kingdom to pluck up, to 
pull down andto deſtroy it, if that nation againſt 
whom he hath pronounced turn from their evil, 
he will repent of the evil that he thought to do 
unto them. | 


3- Another argument why we may hope to 
fee the ſalvation of the Lord, may be fercht from 
thoſe diſcoveries he has made of the delign'of 
ourenemies. Whoſoever conſiders with what 
ſecrecie and contrivance thelate Conſpiracy was 
carried on, and how nigh being accompliſhed, 
cannot but conclude that the diſcovery thereof 
was the'Lord's doing, and that it ought to be 
marvellous in all mens eyes if therefore. when 
ruine was ſonear God has ſaved us, itis a ſign 
that at preſent he does not intend our deſtructi- 
on, butthat unleſs we harden our hearts and re- 
ſolve tocontinue obſtinate in our ' impenitency, 
we may by his mercy and aſſiſtance, and our own 
honeſt endeavours find a way to eſcape. . It was 
a great kindneſs ſhewn to Ninizeh, and a certaig 
argument of God's unwillingneſs to deſtroy that 
_ - CSS 
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City, that he ſent his Propnet to forewarn them 
of their ruine: the like kindneſs God hath ſhewn 
tous ; For what elſe isthe Diſcovery of the Pl 
but a Proclamation hke that of Jonah's, Yet a 
little while and England ſhall be deſtroy'd? If 
then we do not abuſe this his mercy and for:- 
bearance, if like the Ninivites, we bring forth 
fruits fit for Repentance, we may lawfully hope 
that he will be again reconcil'd, and that he will 
remove thoſe great evils he had reſolv'd to in- 
fli&t upon us. 


4. We may fetch another Argument for our 
preſervation from the nature of that Religion 
we profeſs ; and here it will not be improper to 
make uſe of another part of the Prophet's mel: 
ſage, and tobeſpeak one the other as he did the 


people of Judah, Let us not be diſmay'd, for the 


battel is not. ours but Gods. Thedelign of our 
enemies 1s not againſt particular perſons but 
againſt that Religion we profeſs, and that 

hurch of which we are members. Now why 
ſhould we imagine that God will ſuffer That 
Church which was founded upon the bloud of 
Viartyrs, and ſpread it ſelf by the Sufferings of 
thoſe who were its firſt Profſelytes; That 
Church which has from time to time produced 
ſuch eminent examples of Learning, Vertucand 


true 
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true Piety; That Church where all things are 
done with fo much decency and order; That 
Church whoſe Doctrine: and Principles are fo 
conformable to God's Word, ſo agreeable to 
the Sentiments of Primitive and Holy men, and 
fo fitly adapted to promote the True ends of 
Chriſtianity in the world, Peace and godlineſs 
Laſtly, That Church which his own right hand 
hath planted, and which after ſo miraculous a 
manner he hath oſten preſerv'd, to be utterly 
ruined by its enemies, unleſs we who are the 
members thereof by our continued rebellion 

rove the occaſion of its deſtrution? Does. 
God (do we think ) take delight in Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry? is he pleasd with lies and 
murders? has he voucht Tranſubſtantiationand 
Purgatory ? ought we to disbelieye our fenſes 
or burn our Bibles? are Popes infallible or Je- 
ſaits holy men ? if theſe things be true, welcome 
Popery ! it will be the greateſt bleſſing which: 
can happen to this Nation : but 1f otherwiſe, we 
need not queſtion but that God wilk ariſe and: 
maintain his own cauſe, defend his own Religi- 
on, unleſs prevented by our ſlothtulneſs,. by 
our impenitency and baſe ingratitude: Our 
enemies force would be very incon{iderable did: 
not we aft them with a party agaiaſt our 


ſelves : they axe our Prejudicesand:Paſſions,.our. 
laits 
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laſtsand affetions, our fins and iniquities which 
render their power ſo formidable : neither will 
God permit a Religion ſo Fabulous and Roman- 
rick,” ſo contrary to his revealed will and Com- 
mandments, ſo deſtructive of all Morality and 
True Picty,' to prevail and be {ctled among us; 
unleſs-our Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs, our lux- 
ury- and internperance, our-injuſtice and knave- il 
ry,--our pride and covetouſneſs, our hypocrilic 
and ambition, our malice and uncharnableneſs 
have provoked him to exerciſe the utmolt of his 
wrath and fury againſt us. He hasa tender re- 
eard for that Religion' which he ſent his Son 
tothe world on purpoſe to promote and pro- 
papate, andthe removal of his Candleſtick trom 
a Nation isthe worſt of Judgments which can 
be inflicted, and therefore we: may aſſure our » 
ſelves, that he will not ſufferit to happen to us, 
unleſs we weary and tire his mercy and good- 
neſs by refuſing to hearken to his voice m the 
day when he calls for repentance and amend- 
ment of life. 


Since therefore our condition 1s not ſodeſpe- 
rate as was jymagined, fimce from God's power " 
to help Als, from his delign in threatning of 
Judgments, from the diſcoveries of our cne- 
mics mtentions,- and - from the nature of that 
Rel _. 
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Religion we profeſs, we have good grounds to 
hope for ſafety and deliverance, let us improve 
the opportunity of Repentance which is before 
us tothe belt advantage ; let every man deſcend 
mto his own breaſt, let him ſearch and- try all 
his ways, enquire wherein he has offended God, 
and be inſtant at Heaven gates for pardon and 
forgiveneſs; In ſhort let us all reſolve to fin no 
more, but to live for the futureas becomes good 
Chriſtians, nothing being more probable than 
that ſuch our behaviour may avert thoſe Judge- 
ments which ſeem to threaten us; but if it. does 
not we have no reaſon tobe diſmaid or troubled, 
{ince we may have ſufficient confidence that we 
have hereby preſerv'd our better-part, our im- 
miortal Soul, and that if we do not in this life, 
we ſhall nevertheleſs ſee the Salvation of the 


Lord in the world tocome. 
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rated for Falter "Kethiby,af the Bilhops- 
Head in St, Pauls Church-yard. 

"JENRICI MORI Cantabrigienſis Opers 

omnia,t am Theologica quam Phileſophica, 3 Vol. fol. 

Six Sermons preached ( moſt of them.) at St. Maries 
in Cambridee, by Robert Needham, M.A. late Fellow 
of Sreens-Golleage in Cambridge. | 

A Sermon. preached before the Right Honourable . 

the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, 
at Guild-Hall Chappel, Oob. 12, 167g. by John Wil- 
liens Refor of St. Mildreds Poultrey, London, 
' 'AF$ermon preached- before the Right Honourable 
the Lord Mayor and-Aldermen of 'the City-of Loxdos, 
at the Guila-Hal{ Chappel; Fob, 26. 1675, by Fenja- 
min Wordroffe, D. D. Canon of Chrift-Chnrch in Oxford, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majcſty. 

Animadverfjons upon the Doctrine of Tranſubſtan * 
riation, a Sermon preached before the-Lord Mayor,&e. 
Qt#Feb, 19. 167g. at Grild-Halt: Ghappel, London, i by 
Jobn Tarver, Ecllow of Chrift-Gelldge in Combridge.. 
. i\The Wiſdom of Publick,Plety diſcourſed 1in_a Ser: 
Mon preached before the Lord Mayor, &c. at Guild: 
Hall Chappel Longon, Septem. 28: 1679, by Eininnd 
Sermon, M. A. and late of St. Mary- Hall in Uxford. 

The Reaſons for Non-conformity examined and Re- 
futed, in Anſwer to a Letter from a Miniſter to a per- 
= of Quality, ſhewing ſome reafon for his Non-Con- 

mit » ——__ R ba 
An |= toa late Scandalous pamphlet, Entitu- 
led, A Friendly debate between Satan and Sherlock, 
written by Tho, Dauſon. By William Sherlock, Reor 
of St. George-Buttolp- Lane, Londos. 

A Trueand lively repreſentation of Popery ſhewing 
that Popery is only.new: modeld Pageriſm, and per- 
fetly deſtructive of the great ends and purpoſes of 
| Godinthe Goſpe, 
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